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Introduction

2016 started off on a generally mild but dull note, although late February was sunny. A
wet, mild March was followed by a cool April and then a mild, dry May. June was dull,
wet and cool but the summer weather was much drier and warmer through July and
August than recent years. September was particularly warm and October was very dry.

We received 28802 records compared to 32065 records in 2015. Many of the recorders
and records were again from the three weeks in the summer when the Big Butterfly
Count was underway. As with any citizen science project there are some records that
cannot be accepted but many of them are perfectly reasonable and help us to fill in gaps
in the distribution of many species, particularly in urban areas, of which we have many.

Big Butterfly Count numbers are used to show the distribution of species, but have not
been used for the flight charts as this survey covers three weeks in high summer and to
have included them would unduly skew these charts.



Please read and use this booklet and, if you are not already a contributor, send in your
sightings on paper or by email to the branch record collator by November 9™ 2017.

Our branch website http://www.hertsmiddx-butterflies.org.uk/ has a very active
sightings page and we welcome all submissions to this too. Anything sent there is added
to the records received for inclusion in the branch database and this report.

2016 was also marked by the publication of [T R ——
Andrew Wood’s new book “The Butterflies of
Hertfordshire and Middlesex”. This book is a 7

fully illustrated 272 page hardback that Henfordi:?rirﬂﬁls:ﬁddlesex
updates the previous books covering our
region published in 1987. There are hundreds
of colour photos and detailed analysis of the
changes between then and now, together
with practical advice on how to find and
observe our butterflies. It is published by the
Hertfordshire Natural History Society and
Butterfly Conservation and is available at the
price of £19.99 (including post and packing)
until March 2017. It can be ordered
at:http://hnhs.org/publication/pre-
publication-offer-butterflies-hertfordshire-
and-middlesex
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Species not included in the main section

Silver-spotted Skipper Hesperia comma
On 26 August Nick Bowles photographed this
rare skipper in his Tring garden. The nearest
colonies are some way off across
Buckinghamshire. It has not been definitely
recorded in Hertfordshire since 1959. How it
got there is unknown and it seems unlikely that
this species, with its very particular needs for
short warm turf is about to colonise our area.
Care needs to be taken not to confuse this

- species with the Large Skipper.
»

hota ick Bw/es
Monarch Danaus plexippus
Barbara Hall reported, “This afternoon
(Sunday 17th July 2016) | spotted this lovely
butterfly in the City of London on the
Podium of the Middlesex Street Estate, E1
on our Yellow ‘Sunrise’ buddleia”. Two days
later a faded example was found on the Isle
of Dogs not far away, it seems likely that it
may be the same one. A further report
came of one seen resting on a boat on the
Regent’s Canal west of Regent’s Park on 12
September. It seems likely that these were

Photo Barbara Hall

escapes or releases.

Photo Andrew Wood

Brown Hairstreak Thecla betulae

After last year’s comments about this species, it
is very exciting to be able to list a definite record
for our area, the first for almost 20 years. On
December 5™ Stephen Reisbach, a Surrey Branch
member who has been following the movement
of this species northwards through that county
found some eggs in the Hampton area of the
London Borough of Richmond. We will be
checking the site during the late Summer for
adults. In the meantime late winter/early spring
is a good time to check for the bright white eggs
on Blackthorn in the south west of our branch in
Spelthorne, and Richmond and Hounslow
boroughs.
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Long Tailed Blue Lampides boeticus

This pretty butterfly has bred in our area in the 1990s but
since then it has only been rarely reported. In 2016 we
received three reports:

24 Jul - indoors in Camden, investigation strongly
suggests that it had emerged from larvae in a packet of
peas.

10 Aug - outdoors at Lockhart Field in Tower Hamlets
Cemetery Park.

23 Oct - a larva which later emerged as an adult found in
a packet of peas in St Albans.

Check packs of sugar snap peas or fine beans imported
from East Africa for larvae or pupae as this seems to be
the main way that this widespread species enters the UK.

Humiber of species: 2015-2016
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Recording Effort

In 2016 we received records
from 562 squares in our
area. When added to 2015
we have now got records
from 625 squares in our
current 2015-2019 survey
period.

This map shows the number
of species recorded for each
square. We particularly
need records from the few
blank squares and the under
recorded purple and blue
squares.

Our challenge is to turn this
whole map
green/yellow/red!



Key to the Species pages

Common Name Scientific name

Small Skipper 2015 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Some notes on the species during the year, together with interesting or unusual




Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Restricted and rare

Dingy Skipper 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The Dingy Skipper was recorded at its usual haunts, and the new transect in
Hedgeswood Common/Hoo Wood confirmed a small colony to still be present.
Its abundance dropped from last year despite more comprehensive transect
coverage. This is worrying as it is below its levels earlier this century as well as
last year. Having said that the colonies that are not monitored by transect
showed good numbers with a count of over 30 at Hexton Chalk Pit. We have
worked with HMWT, who manage the site, to ensure that their revised
management plan is beneficial to this species.



Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae Restricted & rare

Grizzled Skipper 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The Grizzled Skipper’s flight season was slightly later than the longer term
pattern, emergence being delayed by the cool April. The highest counts were
not at the transect monitored sites. Good numbers were found at private sites
surveyed with permission, north of the Waterford Heath colonies, including
confirmation of its continued existence at sites last visited 15 years previously.
Apart from the Aldbury Nowers colonies all the sites in central and east
Hertfordshire are near railway routes. The big abundance drop is based on
transect counts where the maximum seen on any walk was four compared to
double figure counts at other sites.



Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola Widespread but declining

Essex Skipper 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The decline in this species, noted last year, shows no real sign of change. The distribution
in the current period is pretty well unchanged while the abundance has dropped
compared to both last year and in the longer term. There are areas where it has not been
recorded since prior to 2010 but more worryingly there are many areas where it seems
to have disappeared since that relatively recent date. The noticeably later emergence is
probably due to its not emerging as a larva until the spring and development being
slowed by the cool April.



Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris

Small Skipper 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The Small Skipper’s decline is similar to the Essex Skipper but it is still more widely
distributed and abundant at sites where observers have been able to determine the
exact species. The distribution is virtually unchanged but numbers show a big drop. The
flight period was very similar to the longer term trends. It seemed not to be affected by
the cool April, probably due to its emergence as a larva during the previous year meaning
that short term cooler periods had less effect on its development.



Large Skipper Ochlodes faunus

Large Skipper 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange
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Large Skipper suffered a setback in 2016 and it is to be hoped that the decline in
abundance and distribution to well below longer term trends is a short term effect. It
seems to have retreated from the most intensively farmed arable areas of Hertfordshire
while there are many fewer squares in Middlesex where it has not been recorded in
recent years. The flight period was noticeably skewed to the later summer compared to

last year and longer term trends.



Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines Widespread & Common

Orange Tip 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Last year’s distribution drop has been reversed. But there are still many areas where it is
unrecorded and which must contain suitable habitat given that this butterfly is easily
identifiable and often seen in parks and gardens. Unfortunately abundance dropped
again and there were no very late or potential second brood examples seen. The poor
early spring shows in the flight graph above, with a sharp peak in early May and very low
numbers seen in April.
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Large White Pieris brassicae Widespread & common

Large White 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Not as widespread as 2015 but still very well distributed. The flight period is
much the same as in recent years though the peak, as last year, is much
sharper than the longer term trends. Observations around this time suggest
the population was increased by migration. On 14 Jul Clive Burrows
observed, “200/300 on Ovaltine Fields. Looked very much like they were
migrating individuals”. On 9 Jul Andrew Wood observed 100+ over a field in
Sacombe Park and on 18 Jul Tom Gladwin noted, “All day small numbers ...
passing WSW at a just visible height. Binoculars located a few at even greater
height also flying WSW”.
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Small White Pieris rapae Widespread & common

Small White 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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A similar pattern, as in previous years, to the Large White. The drop in
abundance is quite sharp but this species has fluctuated over the last few
years and it seems unlikely that it is in any danger. The unrecorded squares in
the north east and parts of western Hertfordshire are probably due to a low
number of recording visits rather than a real absence. Although such areas
are not likely to turn up rarities it is still important that they are visited so
that we can determine if intensive farming is having an effect, even on really
common species.
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Green-veined White Pieris napi Widespread &common

Green-veined White 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The Green-veined White had the best year of the three Pieris species in 2016.
The peak flight period was two weeks later than 2015, probably reflecting the
cool April conditions which pushed its first brood flight period later too. Like
the Holly Blue it occupies the vast majority of Middlesex squares but there
are some big gaps in Hertfordshire where it must be present given the
widespread distribution of its larval food plants.
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Clouded Yellow Colias croceus

Clouded Yellow 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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There were more Clouded Yellows reported in 2016 than 2015 with a strong
late summer peak. However there were only three reports of more than single
specimens so it was definitely not a Clouded Yellow year. The double figure
report came from the Lea Valley where 10 were seen at the King George
Reservoir on the Herts/Essex border. The abundance data is not significant as
this species is not heavily recorded on transects and its inability to survive the
winter in most of Britain means it has to be annually replenished by migration.
In 2016 there was little movement until mid August and no evidence of the
establishment of breeding colonies that would have produced an autumn flight.
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Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni
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compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The most remarkable thing about the Brimstone is how unremarkable its
fluctuations are. It is probably the species in our area whose abundance and
distribution vary the least over time. The proportion of records from the
summer compared to spring was greater than normal, a reflection of the
cooler early spring and a better August than the last two . The benefits of
garden planting of alder buckthorn were shown by reports of egg laying by
Diane Andrews in north London on May 4 and 26 and in Letchworth by Roger
Millard.



Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria Widespread & common

SpeckledWood 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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A further slight decrease in distribution and abundance since 2015 but this is still
a common butterfly in shadier areas. Unlike 2015 when there was an unusual
mid summer peak the numbers built up to the normal late summer peak. The
spring flight was both small and late due to the poor April weather. The 4"
January record is not the first early record but is interesting as there was also a
record from 29 December2015, different year but only a week apart. This
individual was found by lan Gamble near Berkhamsted who reported, “checking
round the lights at work | found a resting Speckled Wood. On taking it indoors it
perked up and became lively”.
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Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus ~ Widespread

Small Heath 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Small Heath suffered in 2016 with a further drop in numbers and distribution.
As in 2015 the highest counts came from Heartwood Forest together with
the chalk grassland sites at Aldbury Nowers and Therfield Heath. Unlike many
species the peak flight time was three weeks earlier in 2016 than 2015,
though it should also be noted that there was a late summer peak that was
much higher than usual.
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Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus Widespread & Common

Ringlet 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The notable feature of the Ringlet’s 2016 was the halving of abundance
numbers compared to last year and a large drop compared to the longer
term figures. Distribution continued to grow with Diane Andrews reporting it
for the first time at Gillespie Park near Arsenal’s ground and Downbhills Park
in Tottenham. Leslie Williams also reported, “Ringlet butterflies have
established a population at Fryent Country Park. Their presence during 2016
was confirmed on both the Fryent Country Park and on the Beane Hill
transect along woodland paths “ As last year its highest counts were on the
transect walk at Balls Wood, though in the 200-250 band rather than 250+.
As is often the case with single brooded browns its flight times and peak
were little different to the longer term trends.
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Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina Widespread & Common

Meadow Brown 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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A slight decline compared to last year and the drop in abundance measured
on the transect walks is worrying. It is still our numerically commonest
butterfly despite the abundance figure being well below the 2010-2014
average. We need to keep an eye on common species like this as it is too
easy to ignore changes in them until it is too late. Its flight period was slightly
later than recently probably due to the cool April.
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Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus Widespread & common

Gatekeeper2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Like the Meadow Brown there has been a slight decline in distribution but a continuing
drop in abundance which is a cause for concern. We still need recorder effort in north
east Hertfordshire to fill in some of the missing squares for Gatekeeper. There was a
noticeably later flight period for the species with it not getting going until mid July and
the whole flight period being back about a week over the longer term trends.
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Marbled White Melanargia galathea ~ Widespread in Herts

Marbled White 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Unlike the other brown species Marbled White had a good year with
increased distribution and only a small drop in abundance. The increased
distribution is mainly in southern Middlesex, showing a continued move
towards central London. Its flight period fitted the longer term trend,
although the peak was slightly earlier. Highest numbers continue to be
recorded at Therfield Heath but good numbers were seen on the transects at
Shrubhill Common in Hemel Hempstead and Heartwood Forest near St
Albans.

22



Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja ~ Rare butincreasing

Dark Green Fritillary 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The main breeding colonies for this species remain at the chalk grassland sites at
Therfield Heath, Hexton Chalk Pit and Aldbury Nowers. However there is now a wider
scattering of records away from these core areas, could we be seeing a Silver-washed
Fritillary like dispersion?. Those new sites are at Nuthampstead (a 2015 record received
too late for last year’s report) and Northaw Great Wood in Hertfordshire and Oakwood
Park and Bishops Wood in Middlesex. All of these are in a band south and east of
previous records. We must be cautious, though as the map also shows odd dots from
2010-2014 where it has not recurred.
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Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia Locally common in
woodland

Silver-washed Fritillary 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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As with many species in 2016, the distribution has not altered very much but
numbers have dropped a lot. The cool April appears to have an effect on
larval development as the flight period and its peak was pushed on two
weeks from both 2015 and the longer term. It is now a common species in
most woodland in Hertfordshire and north Middlesex. At sites such as
Broxbourne Wood west ride and Symondshyde Wood it is possible to count
up to 20 individuals in a short visit. However at two other woodland sites
where transects are walked, Balls Wood and Bricket Wood Common,
numbers dropped noticeably in 2016.
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White Admiral Limenitis camilla Local in woodland

White Admiral 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The White Admiral continues its decline with drops in both distribution and
abundance. Its stronghold remains Bricket Wood Common but the highest
transect count was only four, at Balls Wood it was two. Malcolm Hull writing
about the Bricket Wood Common transect noted, “White Admiral and SWF
numbers lowest for 9 years “. The only bright spot is the confirmation of its
presence in low numbers at Whippendell Wood, west of Watford.
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Purple Emperor Apatura iris Local in woodland

Purple Emperor 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Unlike the White Admiral the Purple Emperor continues to increase its
distribution with new sites such as Ware (Liz Goodyear’s garden!), Batford,
and Ellenbrook Fields. Despite the well known methods that can be used to
see this butterfly, it often turns up unexpectedly on an observer’s local patch,
so always keep your eyes open in July for a large dark butterfly. For instance
Kate Aylett wrote, “I released a large butterfly from the fruit cage in my
garden... | later identified it as a female Purple Emperor and Robert Browning
reported, “Sighted a male on the ground while playing golf at Hadley Wood
Golf Club on 5 July”.
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Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta Common migrant/Resident

Red Admiral 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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A good year for this migrant/increasingly resident species. Unlike 2015 when
there were no double figure counts, there were 37 double figure counts in
2016. There were two treble figure accounts in September both from Staines
Moor in south west Middlesex where the butterflies were feeding on rotting
blackberries. This accounts for the huge peak week shown on the flight chart.
The sudden increase after a couple of low weeks suggest a possible
immigration event. It is also notable that numbers tailed off quickly in the
later autumn. However that still left 17 November records and 10 in
December.



Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Variable migrant

Painted Lady 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The Painted Lady had a quieter year than 2015 but it was still a better than average year.
There was little immigration in the spring with the first influx being in early June,
relatively few were seen until mid July after which they were present in larger than usual
numbers through to the end of September. An unusual form was noted at Church Fields,
Harrow on the Hill by Allan Lunn, “I saw what | thought was a Marbled White. On closer
inspection it proved to be a very pale, almost white Painted Lady. The black markings
were as expected but the normal pink/orange background was completely absent. A
most unusual sight”.
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Peacock /nachis io Common & Widespread

Peacock 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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A big drop from 2015 taking it below the recent averages which gives some
cause for concern. The summer 2015 emergence was small and combined
with the poor April is reflected in the small size of the post hibernation flight.
The summer flight was a little later than usual. It is difficult to predict 2017 as
the highest counts for 2016 were very evenly split between the early and late
flights. Mile Attenborough photographed one with faded patches in the
centre of the wings at Coppetts Wood on 30 April. Michael Hamerson noted
the lack of larvae in 2016 in north London, “I did not spot the usual nests of
Peacock larvae on the nettles along the road from the Kenwood Kitchen
Garden entrance, or at the Archway Road entrance to Highgate Woods”.
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Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae Common & Widespread

Small Tortoiseshell 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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As with Peacock there has been a drop this year, although distribution,
particularly is still well up over longer term trends. Unlike 2015 there were
three distinct flight periods, a small one in the spring reflecting low
hibernating numbers and a poor April. The summer brood was much stronger
and very distinctly separated from the late August flight. Was that flight a
separate brood or did it represent an immigration event? From around the
20 August there was a sudden leap from single records to multiple counts
into the forties which does suggest a sudden influx. Such events have
generally led to an upturn in succeeding years with a high number of
potential hibernators.
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Comma Polygonia c-album Common & widespread

Comma 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Nowhere near the drop in abundance of the Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell
in 2016, but a a noticeable drop in distribution. The flight pattern was similar
to longer term trends. There are rather large areas of Hertfordshire where it
has not been recorded in 2015 or 2016, whereas Middlesex has rather fewer
gaps. This is a trend for several species and may raise questions about land
use and management in more rural areas.
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Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas

Small Copper 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)

25% -

20% -

15% 4

10% 4

5% 1

0% -

<

1 sighting
® 2-9 max seen
40 @ 10+ max seen

< 2010-2014
30
20
s} s}
S oo L] 28008800 [aYs>
sXeT aulel Q0@ B | CoOBeeBeC
10 o0 Cc80e0e 0 0e8e 808 Ce80
[sXsTel Toll«TT Yl [oX=T llo}+3 [sile} [ ]
o9o®c 48 O [SfaX T 1°
*88C HOCOES o Q
00 CON0 B8e 80 88
00 ] & @0 00 0o
o e O @ [ 1711 I
$ CB0IROCOBEINSN0
Ce08I88se - -BCOBE0
e Iogal It 1 ] ol L o]
90 [Se)ie) [$) *e
a0¢ & O @ CoCcee
oO8oo 5] 3T T 1 0.4
o0ee 60 [SIoIrs)
0BG 6® | ®
80 ol s} o® O
§ Coeee O
D 880
L s L Is]
et L1 el
70 \.O. ..a
o0
4 QQ
90 00 10 20 30 40 50

Widespread & common
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Last: 18 Oct
Peak week: 10-16 Sep
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The lack of Small Copper was mentioned in messages more often than any
other species in 2016. The very distinct break between the 2" and 3" broods
seen last year was not repeated and there was then a very sharp peak in
early September with peak counts from several widely separated sites. This
peak was two weeks earlier than 2015. The reasons for this are not clear. It
will be interesting to see what 2017 brings for this species and | hope that as
this is a distinctive butterfly recorders will be able to keep a close look out for
it so that we can closely monitor its progress.
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Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus Common around oaks

Purple Hairstreak 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Another species whose emergence was pushed back probably owing to the
poor April. Otherwise there was very little change from 2015 and both
distribution and abundance were well down compared to longer term trends.
One hopes this is down to the relative difficulty of seeing this butterfly but
there were some worrying reports of absence too. It was noted as missing
from Berrygrove Woods near Watford where Michael Kings reported,
“particularly notable as | checked at least once a week through the summer”.
Similarly Michael Hammerson reported, “The Highgate Wood staff tell me
that they saw no Purple Hairstreaks this year.”
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Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi Very rare & restricted

Green Hairstreak 2016 (black) compared to
2000-2009 average {orange)
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It appears that the Green Hairstreak has extended its distribution in south
west Middlesex around Hounslow Heath and Bedfont Lakes but this is
probably a reflection of recorder effort rather than a real expansion of the
species. Nonetheless the group of dots here is good news for this rare
species. It was also newly recorded near Hoo Wood in the Great Gaddesden
area and along the Wendover Arm of the Grand Union canal near Tring.
There was also a record of an egg laying female at Oughtonhead Common
near Hitchin where it has not been recorded in recent times. It was still
recorded at Telegraph Hill, despite the poor condition of the site.
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White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album  Common around elm

White-letter Hairstreak 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The increase in distribution over 2015 probably reflected recorder effort,
which in itself is good news. Its flight was later than the long term trends.
Although it is associated with tree tops, it can be found low down. We had
two such reports, from Andrew Wood, of this butterfly at woodland sites
where it has not been previously recorded. It was photographed low down
on a grass stem at Balls Wood and mud puddling on the ground at Bramfield
Woods.
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Small Blue Cupido minimus Very rare & restricted

Small Blue 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Numbers were down from the amazing 2015. We were able to survey at
Butterfly World, despite is closure, and good numbers were recorded. It was
found right on the edge of the site alongside the footpath that follows the
site boundary. It was found in very small numbers on a steep cutting east of
Redbourn and at Tringford, but was not seen in Stevenage. All the other
known colonies continued to do well. Interestingly the normally partial
second brood that was so obvious last year was virtually absent, hopefully
this just means that a higher proportion of larvae are spending the winter in
hibernation rather than emerging as adults in late summer. It is also notable
that peak flight was earlier in 2016 than 2015. We continue to work with
several landowners to ensure the survival of this rare butterfly.
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Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus Widespread & common

Holly Blue 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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The Holly Blue declined in numbers from 2015 but maintained its wide
distribution. The first brood was the larger which suggests that its parasite
may be beginning an upward turn in its cycle. There is now hardly a square in
Middlesex that does not have a record for this species. Holly Blue will lay
eggs on a range of plants beyond holly and ivy, Dave Miller noted egg laying
on lucerne at Stanwell Moor and goats-rue was also seen to be used by Steve
Murray at Tyttenhanger in May. Diane Andrews reported “watched a few
eggs being laid on budding astilibe flowers on 5 June” in her north London
garden and “being laid on a goat’s rue stem on 9 June at Crew’s Hill”. She
further reported “no caterpillars seen on our astilibe since then”. We had
several reports from different sites of this species taking minerals from mud
and animal droppings on the ground.
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Brown Argus Aricia agestis Widely distributed

Brown Argus 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Distribution was down but abundance remained the same as 2015.The spring
brood was rather small and late in 2016, the summer brood was also late.
The later brood is normally larger but it was particularly large in proportion
to the spring brood this year, hopefully this will have bred successfully to
produce a strong spring brood for 2017. Unlike many other species it has yet
to penetrate into central and eastern Middlesex.
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Common Blue Polyommatus icarus Widespread & common

Common Blue 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Common Blue had a poorer year than 2015 and as with several other species
the abundance dropped much more than the change in distribution, as in
2015 the spring brood was at its usual time, but the summer brood was
rather late. In the 2016 Big Butterfly Count this species declined between
2015 and 2016 more than any other and that decline is very much reflected
in our overall data.
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Chalkhill Blue Lysandra coridon Common at known chalk
sites

Chalkhill Blue 2016 (black)
compared to 2000-2009 average (orange)
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Distribution was unchanged in 2016, with only one record of dispersal
outside its normal range, this being in Letchworth Garden City. The drop in
abundance is probably over emphasised as the transect recording at
Therfield Heath was curtailed this year owing to the walker’s indisposition.
The flight pattern was similar to usual but the flight period finished a week
before the end of August, again this was probably due to the difficulties in
the Therfield Heath transect being covered. At the recently established
colony at Ashwell, Chris James had good news, “Re Chalkhill Blues at Ashwell
- still there and in greater numbers this year - at least 6-7 males and 2
females”.
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Teresa Curnew; Laura Daellenbach; Graham Dangerfield; James Davidson; Julia Davies; Rhian Davies-De Souza;
Martin Davis; Paul Davis; Stella Davis; John Davis; Shirley Dayton; Carl De Groot; Elizabeth Debenham; Claire
Debnam; Blanca Del; Margaret Dellar; David Dennis; Imogen Dent; Tanya Dickson; Andrew Digby; Jill Digby; Rory
Dimond; Lee Dingain; John Dingemans; Frances Dismore; Kate Divey-Matthews; Joanna Domaniewska; Claire
Donkor; Samantha Dotters; Jill Doubble; Linda Douthwaite; Val Dovey; Jane Dow; Jan Downey; Tina Downham;
Eve Doyle; Jack Doyle; Lynda Dray; Laurence Drummond; Christine Duke; Chris Dunbar; Dianne Dunbar; Julie
Dungay; Carrie Dunn; Jane Dutton; Heather Dyer; John Eborall; Alison Edwards; Brian Edwards; lan Edwards;
Graham Elcombe; Louise Eldridge; Trevor Eldridge; Sarah Elliott; Eva Ellis; Peter Elton; Jennifer Emmerson; Mike
ENgland; Claire Etches; Nichola Etienne; Harriet Evans; Hugh Evans; Melanie Evans; Rachel Evans; Stephen Evans;
Steve Evans; Jane Evans; Colin Everett; Peter Ewer; Debbie Eyers; Judith Fairlie; Catarina Falk; Janet Fanshawe;
Keith Fanshawe; Nicolle Farley; Joanne Farmer; Cathy Farr; Charles Farrell; Chris Farthing; Peter fewell; Mary
Field; Graham Fieldhouse; Steve Finch; Daisy Fischer; Jim Fish; Stuart Fisher; Patricia Fitzgibbon; lan Flack;
Annemarie Flanagan; Tony Fleetwood; Kim Fleming; Mandy Flint; Lucy Flower; Mandy Floyd; Louise Foley; Peter
Forbes; Susie Ford; Jono Forgham; Felicity Forster; Paul Foulkes-Arellano; Val Fowler; Charlotte Fox; Richard Fox;
James Frankcom; Michael Freedman; David French; Louise Frewin; Julia Fry; Val Fulforth; Joann Fuller; M. Fuller;
Valerie Fullforth; Suzanne Furmston; Carol Furness; Paul Furness; Lainy G; lan Gamble; Lisa Garment; Maggie
Garson; Catherine Gash; Kezia Gatens; Pauline Gatto; Thomas George; Jacqueline George; Philip Gibbs; Clare
Gibson; Paul Gibson; Rob Gifford; David Gilbert; Helen Gill; Tony Gillie; Andrew Giltrap; Samuel Ginger; Tom
Gladwin; Christopher Gleeson; Sarah Glenister; Dora Goldsmith; Millie Goldsworthy; David Gompertz; Matt
Goodall; Anne Gooding; Helen Goodsell; Elspeth Goodwin; Liz Goodyear; Pete Gore; Peter Goucher; David
Gough; Carol Gould; David Gower; Elizabeth Gower; Tony Graham; Caroline Graty; Abbie Gray; Joe Gray; Carole



Green; J. Green; Jay Green; Steph Greenwood-Davies; Mary Gregg; Saira Gregory; Donald Gregory; Dean Griffin;
Soosie Griffith; Stephen Grigg; M Groombridge; Hazel Grove; Josie Grzesiczek; Brigitte Guile; Mark Gurney; Amy
H.; Michael Habben; Alex Haeri; Jack Hall; Allan Hall; David Hallbery; Michael Hammerson; Steff Handley; Frances
Hanson; Catherine Hardy; Amanda Harflett; Matthew Harpin; Rikki Harrington; Andrew Harris; Richard Harris;
Bob Harris; Karen Harrison; Linda Hartlib; Steve Harvey; Martin C. Harvey; Martin Harvey; Priscilla Hassard; Jill
Hawkins; Andy Hawksworth; Hazel Haynes; Sandra Hayter; Amelie Hayward; Patricia Hearsum; Lisa Herbert;
Menchu Herrera; Rex Hilburn; Robbie Hildred; Cayley Hill; Jack Hill; Julie Hill; Tracey Hill; A. Hill; Tim Hill; Chris
Hilling; Audrey Hind; Annie Hitch; Oliver Hitch; Vicky Hoareau; Jo Hodges; Anne Hodgson; Mary Hogan; Gill
Hollamby; Deborah Hollingdale; John Hollingdale; Sheila Holloway; Patricia Holmes; Janet Holmes; Neale Holmes-
Smith; Andy Holtham; Susan Hood; Michael Hooper; Amanda Hopgood; Tom Horner; Anna Howard; Shaun
Howard; Stephen Howard; Jessica Howarth; David Howdon; Mike Hucker; David Hudson; D Hughes; John Hughes;
Margaret Huitson; Malcolm Hull; Alison Hull; Pamela Hunt; Peter Hunt; David Hunt; Marian Hurle; Frances Hurst;
Mary Hutchens; Peter Hutchings; Gordon Hutchinson; Helen Hyre; Sara lles; Tony Ingall; David Inman; Suz Inman;
David Inward; Oli Irons; Kate Isger; Dieter Iwan; Jonathan Jack; Nigel Jackman; Carol Jackson; Alan Jackson; Cathy
Jackson; John James; Christine James; Garry James; Richard James; Trevor James; Barbara James; H Jayne; Hilary
Jayne; Peter Jeffery; Steve Jellett; Peter Jenkins; Talita Jenman; Brian Jessop; Andrew Jewels; David Jode; Joseph
Johnson; Martin Johnson; Elaine Jones; Helen Jones; Martin Jones; Natalie Jones; Sally Jones; Richard Jones; Sam
Jones; David Jordan; Linda Jordan; Danuta Joyce; Bruce Judge; Gina Kellett; Stan Kelley; Christina Kelly; Sharon
Kelly; Marcin Kempa; Malcolm Kendall; Julia Kerai; Helen Kerr; Keshvji Khimani; Jim Kilmartin; Steve Kiln; Andrew
King; Emma King; Esther King; Mike King; Steven King; Michael Kings; Jo Kirkham-Johnson; Simon Knott; Mihaly
Kollo; Fiona Kussy; Petra Laidlaw; Theresa Lamagni; Lisa Lamb; Keith Lambert; Naomi Landy; Anne Lane; Paul
Lane; Steve Lane; Stephen Larkworthy; John Lauder; Hilary Laurir; Gwen Lawman; Nicola Lawrence; Jo Lawrence;
Martin Lawson; Abigail Leach; Ernie Leahy; Christopher Lee; Jenny Lee; Steve Leeke; Andrew Lees; Louisa
Legrand; Tillmann Lenz; John Leonhardt; Rich Les; Kerry Leslie; Rosemary Lester; Lisa Lewis; Michael Lewis; Huw
lewis; Wendy Lidgate; Karen Liebreich; Al Lilley; Anne Lincoln; Christopher Lindsay; Ed Linfoot; Susie Lingam; Tim
Linsey; Jack Littler; Pamela Litton; Diane Livesey; Alan Lloyd; Peter Loader; Alan Lobb; Rosalind Locke; Sarah
Lonsdale; LizAndSteve Lonsdale; Anthea Lovatt; June Lucas; Suzanne Lucas; Margaret Luis; Barbara Luke; Gillian
Lumb; Kim Lumley; Allan Lunn; Terry Lyle; Michelle Lynch; Andrew Lyon; Katie Mabbutt; Charlotte Mace; Robin
Mackie; Ulyssa Macmillan; Phil MacMurdie; Jan Magee; N. Mahieu; Nathalie Mahiru; Martyn Mance; Sally
Manley; Guy Manners; Natasha Marcetic; Louise Marchant; Darren Marcus; Olga Markoulides; Wendy Marks;
Nick Marsh; Dorothy Marshall; Simone Marston; Paul Martin; Heather Martin; Ana Martinez; Christine Mason;
Alex Massey; Michael Massie; Colin Mather; Barbara Matthewson; Corinne Matus; Zuzana Matyasova; Rhoda
Maw; Nell May; Angela Mayer; Jen Mccall; Jack McCrickard; Sue Mcdonald; Katy Mcgilvray; Madeline Mcgrillen;
Eleanor Mcinerney; Helen Mckay-Ferguson; Jamoula Mckean; Des Mckenzie; Rebecca Mcmichael; Eryl Mcnally;
Chris Mcneill; Colin Meager; Rosemary Meager; Sarah Melling; Jane Mellowes; Rachel Melrose; David Melzack;
Kavya Menke; D Mercer; Simon Mercer; Clare Merrifield; Molly Micklethwait; Andrew Middleton; Dick
Middleton; Stephen Middleton; Su Miles-Kingston; Sylvia Millam; Roger Millard; David Miller; Dave Miller;
Elizabeth Mitchell; Hayley Mitchell; Roberta Mitchell; Susan Mitchell; Ry Mode; Carl Mogg; Sharon Monahan;
Alison Monckton; W Monk; Jan Morbey; Matt Moreton; Sue Morrissey; Juliet Morton; Barbara Moseley; Marion
Moss; John Moss; Keir Mottram; Sian Moxon; Gary Muir; Barbara Mulligan; Siobhan Mulvany; Dianne Murphy;
Madeleine Murray; Steve Murray; John Murray; Nick Murray; Toby Murray-Palm; D Murrell; John Myres; Michael
Napier; Mike Napier; Rachel Nash; Christopher Neal; Amelia Needham; Chris Netto; L. Neville; Roger Newbold;
David Newland; Chris Newman; Hannah Newton; Loretta Newton; Helen Nicholas; Rachel Nichols; Bobby Nio;
Margaret Noakes; Amanda Nobbs; Janice Nokes; Humphrey Norrington; Joanna Northcott; Frank Nugent; Kathy
O'brien; Sylvia O'brien; Sylvia O'Brien; Helen O'connor; Peter O'connor; Caroline O'donnabhain; Maisie Officer;
Tessa Oliver; Tom Organ; Robert O'sullivan; Gaby O'Toole; Claire Packham; Tracy Palmer; Jane Palm-Gold;
Hassina Pandor; Bob Parker; Suzanne Parker; Isobel Parr; Martin Parr; Daniel Parry; Emily Parry; Nigel Parsons;
Mary Parvizian; Punimal Patel; Shailesh Patel; James Paterson; Debbie Patterson; Mark Patterson; Jessica Patz;
Barbara Payne; Susan Payne; Richard Payne; Robin Pearson; Bob Pedder; Robert Pedder; Simon Pegg; Giacomo
Peirano; Marion Pellon; Gia Pendred; Mark Penwill; Jonathan Peters; Mark Phillips; Caroline Phillips; Christine
Phillipson; Bob Philpott; Felix Phipps; Oskar Phipps; Kiki Piatkowska; Leah Pilmer; Rosie Pinhorn; Sue Place; Steve
Place; Sarah Plain; Rachel Platts; Phil Playford; Anthony Plewes; Steve Pocock; Katherine Pogson; Kate Poland;
Noelle Poole; Nick Pope; Ann Porter; Tony Porter; Tony Porter; Gill Porter; Hilary Porter; Andrew Pott; Kate
Potter; Anne Power; Derek Pratt; Phyllida Previte; Sheila Provins; Roger Prue; Sally Prue; Rupert Pyrah; Annie
Ragless; Jaya Rai; Cara Ramprashad; Marion Ramsay; Lynne Ramsden; Marilyn Randall; Michael Rangi; Chris
Raper; Helen Raynes; Vaughn Reade; Pauline Reddings; Victoria Redstone; Helen Reed; Sue Reeks; Carol Regulski;



Catherine Reid; Jim Reid; Robert Renwick; Jo Reynolds; Sheila Rhodes; Sharon Riaz; Keith Richards; J Richardson;
Dawn Richardson; Pauline Ridgwell; Beverley Ridler; Christine Ridley; Simon Riley; James Robbins; Gabriel
Roberts; Sarah Roberts; Verity Roberts; Mike Robinson; Val Robinson; Michael Robinson; Colleen Robson; Eric
Robson; Emma Roe; Saba Rokni; Phyllis Rolfe; Julian Rosser; Linda Rosser; Spencer Rothwell; Tony Rowan-Wicks;
J. Rowland; Daniel Rowson; Luci Rozanski; Mike Rubin; Essie Russell; Cheryl Russo; Marjie Rutland; Sue Samme;
Chris Sampson; lan Sanders; David Sangster; Kate Sarll; J. Satchwell; Frances Saunders; Jill Saunders; Fran
Saunders; Jill Sawyer; Nigel Sawyer; John Scafe; Will Scarratt; Martin Scarratt; Catherine Schmitt; Pauline
Schofield; Mark Schofield; Ann Scorer; Carrol Scott; Amanda Scrivener; Les Scriver; Maggy Seabourne; Jane Sears;
Andrew Self; Gabriel Sempill; Trudie Sennitt; Jenny Shalom; Kirsty Shanks; Kathy Sharman; Angela Sharot; Keith
Sharp; N. Sharp; Tricia Sharpe; Tim Sharrock; Tina Shaw; Brendan Sheils; Lucy Sheldon; Brendan Sheridan; Megan
Shersby; Jenny Sherwen; Neelam Shidhaye; Ewan Shilland; Alice Shimmin; Chris Shortall; Clive Sims; Liz Sinclair;
Paul Sinclair; Tracey Sinton; Sivi Sivanesan; Margaret Skinner; Al Skipp; Alan Slater; Damian Slater; Andy Sloggett;
Jill Sluman; Paula Sluman; lan Small; Mary Smalley; Annette Smart; Emma Smith; Linda Smith; Sheila Smith;
Susan Smith; Alice Smith; Carol Smith; Robin Smith; Steve Smith; Paul Smith; Brenda Smith; Clare Smith; Martin
Smith; David Snell; David Snow; Gary Southam; Janet Southwood; Adam Sparshott; Alison Spary; Julia Spring;
Peter Spring; Sabrina Squires; Carole Stanley; Darin Stanley; Andrew Steele; Rosemary Stephens; Sue Stephens;
Paul Stephenson; Judith Stergios; Stevenage Green Volunteers; Alan Stevens; David Stevens; John Stickland;
Charlotte Stillwell; Jennifer Stilwell; Yvonne Stirling; lan Stone; Sam Stone; Debbie Stoten; Gillian Stowar; Robert
Stroud; Bob Stroud; Christopher Stuckey; Lyndsay Suchodolski; Andrew Suggitt; Leslie Sutherland; Andy Swales;
Bettina Swynnerton; Peter Tallantire; Sarah Tash; Hannah Taylor; Heidi Taylor; Kay Taylor; Michelle Taylor; Susie
Taylor; Andrew Taylor; Mike Taylor; Finlay Taylor; Martin Taylor; Paul Taylor; S Taylor; James Terry; Duncan
Thatcher; Zac Themistocleous; Louis Thomas; Eric Thomas; Jenny Thomas; Mary Thompson; Robert Thompson;
Joan Thompson; Matt Thomson; Lilia Thorne; Mariella Thorne; Patrick Thorpe; Paul Thrush; Colin Thurston;
Michael Tickner; Katie Tidy; Maureen Till; Carole Tilsley; Carol Timney; Elliott Timothy; Freya Tischkowitz; Jan
Tish; Joy Tizard; Eric Tomlinson; Philip Toms; Andrew Topp; Bonita Torbett; George Tordoff; Paul Tout; Sarah
Travers; Claire Trease; Ric Treble; Ric Treble; James Tullo; Katy Tunnard; Helen Turner; Nicholas Turner; Susan
Turner; Helena Tuson; Carole Tyrrell; Mairead Ulamoleka; Paul Usher; David utting; Roy Vandy; Alison Vaughan;
Jane Vaughan; Peter Vaughan; Michael Velasco; Julia Vellacott; Gavin Vicary; Rick Vickers; Rik Vickers; John
Vincent; Maria Vuoto; Alison Vydulinska; Claire Wadham; Jim Waight; J. Wakefield; Patricia Walby; Kathryn
Walker; Lucie Walker; Nikki Walker; Peter Walker; Jonathan Wallace; Nicky Wallis; Carol Walter; Lee Walther;
Katie Walton; Annie Ward; Nadia Ward; Diane Warner; Martin Warren; Stuart Warrington; Stephen Waters;
Lynda Watson; lain Watt; Suzanne Watts; Bob Watts; Claudia Watts; Sally Weatherley; Joanne Weaver; Jackie
Webb; Linda Webb; Martin Webb; Liz Webber; Simone Weckmann; Laurence Weir; Felicity Welchman; John
West; Simon West; Hilary Weston; Marjie Wetland; David Wheatcroft; Charlotte Wheatley; Niall White; Paula
White; Will Whitlock; Bigphone Whittaker; Keith Whittaker; Sheila Whittingham; Christine Wicks; Martin Wiggs;
Barbara Wilkinson; Karen Williams; Kezia Williams; Meriel Williams; Neal Williams; Kim Williams; Leslie Williams;
Merlin Williams; John Wills; John Wilsher; Dawn Wilson; Neroli Wilson; Rosemary Wilson; Suzanne Wilson; Lesley
Wilson; Barbara Wilton; Charlotte Wims; Julie Winstone; Alan Winter; Carolyn Wise; David Wiseman; Terry
Wood; Andrew Wood; Jane Wood; Stephen Wooderson; Annie Woodhouse; Caroline Woodley; Brian Woodyatt;
Caroline Woollett; John Worcester; Alex Worsey; Graham Worsfold; Oliver Wright; Jo Wright; Elizabeth Wyatt;
Trevor Wyatt; Hilary Yarde Martin; Adam Yeldham; Imre Yonel; Valerie Young; Alana Zdinak; Neriman Zerzavatci;

Branch Contacts

Records Collator: Branch Organiser/Secretary:
Andrew Wood, Liz Goodyear,

93 Bengeo Street, 7 Chestnut Avenue,

Hertford SG14 3EZ Ware. SG12 7JE

Tel: 01992 503571 Tel: 01920 487066
zoothorn@ntlworld.com elizabethgoodyear@talk21.com

This report is produced by the Hertfordshire and Middlesex branch of Butterfly Conservation. © Hertfordshire &
Middlesex Branch 2017.The views expressed in the report are not necessarily those of the branch or the national
society.
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